MEDIA ADVISORY:
August 4, 2025

MEDIA CONTACTS:
Shannon Nelson: 419-774-4761

(MANSFIELD, Ohio)—Richland Public Health will host a press conference on Friday, August 8
at 2:00 P.M. in the Corley Room (555 Lexington Ave Mansfield, OH 44907) to launch Look
Before You Lock Richland, a countywide initiative designed to help prevent injuries and deaths
related to children and pets being left unattended in vehicles. The program provides both
high-tech tools and simple, low-tech reminders to support families and promote everyday
safety.

“This initiative is about supporting caregivers with real, usable tools—no matter their situation,”
said Dr. Julie Chaya, Health Commissioner at Richland Public Health. “Whether it's a sensor
that connects to your phone or a wristband that reminds you to check the back seat, we want to
make safety second nature.”

Look Before You Lock offers participating families:

e Smart safety devices that fit into car seats and connect to a caregiver’s phone, sending
escalating alerts if a child is left behind.

e Reminder wristbands and other low-tech options that prompt visual and physical
reminders for caregivers.

e Education and guidance from Certified Child Passenger Safety Technicians (CPSTs).

e Community outreach and awareness through local partners, clinics, and events.

The program is open to all families with young children, regardless of income or background.
“This can happen to anyone,” said Dr. Chaya. “That’s why we’re offering a range of
solutions—because every family deserves support, and every child deserves to be safe.”

See attached information sheet for details.

WHAT:
Look Before You Lock Richland Program Launch: Press Conference

WHO:

Richland Public Health Health Commissioner, Dr. Julie Chaya
Maddox Memorial Church of God in Christ Pastor, Aaron Williams Jr.
Mayor of Mansfield, Jodie Perry

Doona Head of Sales & Business Development, Jacob Burke



WHERE:

Richland Public Health - Corley Room (located in back parking lot of building)
555 Lexington Ave
Mansfield, Ohio 44907

WHEN:
Friday, August 8, 2025
2:00 P.M.

NOTE:

Members of the media must RSVP to Shannon Nelson at snelson@richlandhealth.org to attend
this event.
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