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COVID-19
RESOURCE GUIDE

T H E  O F F I C I A L  R E S O U R C E  G U I D E  T O  E V E R Y T H I N G
C O V I D - 1 9  I N  O U R  B L A C K  &  B R O W N  C O M M U N I T Y

R I C H L A N D  C O U N T Y

Making Tough
Decisions During

Tough Times

O u r  w o r l d  i s  f u l l  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d
o p i n i o n s ,  w h i c h  c a n  b e  b o t h  h e l p f u l

a n d  o v e r w h e l m i n g .  T o  h e l p  y o u  m a k e
t h e  b e s t  c h o i c e s  f o r  y o u r s e l f  a n d  y o u r

l o v e d  o n e s ,  t h i s  r e s o u r c e  g u i d e
f o c u s e s  o n  f a c t s  a n d  t h e  s p e c i f i c

n e e d s  o f  t h e  B l a c k  a n d  B r o w n
c o m m u n i t y  i n  R i c h l a n d  C o u n t y .  I f  y o u

h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o r  c o n c e r n s ,
p l e a s e  c a l l  u s  a t  4 1 9 - 7 7 4 - 4 5 0 0 .

W h a t  a r e  t h e  b e s t  c h o i c e s  f o r  m e ?

Updated June 1, 2021



All COVID-19
vaccines are FREE!

Medical insurance is
not a requirement. 
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C O V I D - 1 9  w a s  t h e  3 r d  l e a d i n g  c a u s e  o f

d e a t h  i n  2 0 2 0 ,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  m o r e  t h a n

3 7 5 , 0 0 0  d e a t h s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  W i t h

n e w ,  m o r e  c o n t a g i o u s  v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e

C O V I D - 1 9  v i r u s  o n  t h e  r i s e ,  w e ’ v e  c o m e  t o

a  c r i t i c a l  m o m e n t  i n  n a v i g a t i n g  t h i s

d e a d l y  p a n d e m i c .  

I n  R i c h l a n d  C o u n t y ,  a n y o n e  o v e r  t h e  a g e

o f  1 2  i s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  a  C O V I D - 1 9  v a c c i n e .

G e t t i n g  v a c c i n a t e d  a n d  d e t e r m i n i n g

w h i c h  v a c c i n e  i s  b e s t  f o r  y o u  a n d  y o u r

f a m i l y  i s  a  p e r s o n a l  d e c i s i o n .  I t  r e q u i r e s

c l e a r ,  t r u s t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  a l l  o f  t h e

o p t i o n s  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  y o u .  

O n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e ,  w e  c o m p a r e  t h e

J o h n s o n  &  J o h n s o n ,  P f i z e r  a n d  M o d e r n a ,

v a c c i n e s .  I f  n e c e s s a r y ,  a n y  l o c a l  e x p e r t

w o u l d  g l a d l y  p r o v i d e  y o u  w i t h  m o r e

i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  h e l p  y o u  m a k e  y o u r

d e c i s i o n .

Comparing 
COVID-19 Vaccines
W h i c h  v a c c i n e  s h o u l d  I  c h o o s e ?

A  v a c c i n e  t r i c k s  y o u r  b o d y  i n t o  t h i n k i n g  i t

h a s  a n  i n f e c t i o n ,  t r i g g e r i n g  a  r e s p o n s e  i n

y o u r  c e l l s  t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  g e r m s ,  a t t a c k  t h e

g e r m s ,  a n d  a t t a c k  t h e  c e l l s  t h a t  h a v e

b e e n  i n f e c t e d  b y  t h e  g e r m s .  

S i n c e  t h e  v a c c i n e  o n l y  i m i t a t e s  g e r m s

i n s t e a d  o f  i n t r o d u c i n g  r e a l  g e r m s ,  t h e

v a c c i n e  d o e s n ’ t  c a u s e  i l l n e s s .  V a c c i n e  s i d e

e f f e c t s  ( f e v e r ,  f a t i g u e ,  e t c . )  a r e  n o t  c a u s e d

b y  a  g e r m ,  b u t  b y  y o u r  b o d y  b u i l d i n g

i m m u n i t y  t o  w h a t  i t  t h i n k s  i s  a  g e r m .  

O n c e  y o u r  b o d y  f i g h t s  a  r e a l  i n f e c t i o n  o r

t h e  i m i t a t i o n  i n f e c t i o n  c r e a t e d  b y  a

v a c c i n e ,  t h e  b o d y  w i l l  r e m e m b e r  h o w  t o

f i g h t  t h a t  g e r m  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  I t  d o e s  t a k e

t h e  b o d y  a  f e w  w e e k s  t o  b u i l d  p r o t e c t i o n

a f t e r  v a c c i n a t i o n .  A f t e r  t h a t  t i m e ,  y o u  a r e

c o n s i d e r e d  “ f u l l y  v a c c i n a t e d ” .   

How do vaccines work?

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7014e1.htm?s_cid=mm7014e1_x
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COVID-19 Vaccine Comparison
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Possible Side Effects from COVID vaccines...
Regardless of which
vaccine you receive,
these are the most

commonly reported side
effects. Symptoms are

usually more noticeable
after the second dose in

a 2-dose series. 

Pfizer and Moderna are messenger RNA (mRNA) vaccines.
The vaccines instruct our cells to make a harmless piece of
what is known as the spike protein. This is the protein found
on the surface of the coronavirus that causes COVID-19. The
body learns to fight off the real infection when it shows up. 

The J&J vaccine uses vector
vaccine technology. It
introduces a modified version of
a different virus (the vector) to
instruct cells to produce the
harmless spike protein of the
virus that causes COVID. This
triggers the body's immune
system for protection against
future infection.  See the next
page for more information on
J&J and the extremely low risk of
developing a very rare blood
clotting disorder.

Is there anyone who shouldn't get a mRNA vaccine? People
with a history of allergic reactions to vaccine ingredients including
polyethylene glycol and anyone with a history of allergic reactions to
polysorbate.  

Is there anyone who shouldn't get a vector vaccine? Anyone who
has had a severe allergic reaction to an ingredient in the vaccine. 

https://www.webmd.com/lung/coronavirus
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S e v e r e  o r  p e r s i s t e n t  h e a d a c h e s  o r  b l u r r e d  v i s i o n

S h o r t n e s s  o f  b r e a t h

C h e s t  p a i n

L e g  s w e l l i n g

P e r s i s t e n t  a b d o m i n a l  p a i n

E a s y  b r u i s i n g  o r  t i n y  b l o o d  s p o t s  u n d e r  t h e  s k i n  b e y o n d  t h e  i n j e c t i o n  s i t e

I n  A p r i l  2 0 2 1 ,  t h e  U . S .  F o o d  a n d  D r u g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( F D A )  a n d  U . S .  C e n t e r s  f o r  D i s e a s e  C o n t r o l
a n d  P r e v e n t i o n  ( C D C )  r e c o m m e n d e d  a  p a u s e  o n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  J o h n s o n  &  J o h n s o n
( J & J )  v a c c i n e  f o r  a  t h o r o u g h  s a f e t y  r e v i e w  i n v o l v i n g  s i x  r e p o r t e d  U . S .  c a s e s  o f  a  r a r e  a n d  s e v e r e
t y p e  o f  b l o o d  c l o t  c a l l e d  c e r e b r a l  v e n o u s  s i n u s  t h r o m b o s i s  ( C V S T )  s e e n  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n  w i t h  l o w
l e v e l s  o f  b l o o d  p l a t e l e t s  ( t h r o m b o c y t o p e n i a ) .  T h e  p a u s e  g a v e  e x p e r t s  a  c h a n c e  t o  t h o r o u g h l y
a s s e s s  t h e  r i s k s  a n d  e d u c a t e  c l i n i c i a n s  o n  h o w  t o  i d e n t i f y  a n d  t r e a t  t h i s  r a r e  c o n d i t i o n .  A f t e r  1 1
d a y s ,  t h e  p a u s e  w a s  l i f t e d .  T h e  F D A  a n d  C D C  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  c l o s e l y  m o n i t o r  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .

T h e  s i x  c a s e s  o c c u r r e d  a m o n g  w o m e n  b e t w e e n  t h e  a g e s  o f  1 8  a n d  4 8 ,  a n d  s y m p t o m s  o c c u r r e d
6  t o  1 3  d a y s  a f t e r  v a c c i n a t i o n .  T h e  J & J  v a c c i n e  i s  n o w  b e i n g  a d m i n i s t e r e d  w i t h  t h e  w a r n i n g  t h a t
t h e r e  i s  a n  e x t r e m e l y  r a r e  r i s k  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  t h i s  s e v e r e  c o n d i t i o n .  T h e s e  s i x  c a s e s  p r o m p t e d  t h e
p a u s e ,  b u t  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  d o c u m e n t e d  c a s e s  s i n c e .  I f  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  a  J & J  v a c c i n e ,
r e s e a r c h  t h e  r e c e n t  d a t a  a n d  a s k  y o u r  d o c t o r  f o r  a d v i c e .  T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  n o  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e
c o n d i t i o n  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  m R N A  v a c c i n e s  f r o m  P f i z e r  a n d  M o d e r n a .  

I f  y o u  d o  g e t  t h e  J & J  v a c c i n e ,  y o u  s h o u l d  w a t c h  f o r  p o s s i b l e  s y m p t o m s  o f  a  b l o o d  c l o t

w i t h  l o w  p l a t e l e t s  f o r  t h r e e  w e e k s  a f t e r  y o u r  v a c c i n a t i o n .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e :

S e e k  m e d i c a l  c a r e  r i g h t  a w a y  i f  y o u  d e v e l o p  o n e  o r  m o r e  o f  t h e s e  s y m p t o m s ,  m a k i n g

s u r e  t o  t e l l  t h e  d o c t o r s  a n d  n u r s e s  a b o u t  y o u r  r e c e n t  J & J  v a c c i n e .

Closer look at the Johnson & Johnson vaccine



Free door-to-door rides are available for
Richland County residents who need
transportation to their vaccine appointment(s)
within Richland County. Thanks to funding from
ODOT’s Rides to Community for Immunity
grant, the vaccine shuttle service covers all of
Richland County and includes evening and
Saturday appointments. Passengers must wear
masks and follow social distancing guidelines. 

Richland County COVID-19 Vaccine Providers

Free Vaccine
Transportation
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Call RCT at 
419-522-4504, ext 101 
24-48 hours in advance

Wheelchair accessible vehicles
available upon request 

Locations change periodically. Visit CountOnMeRC.com for a link to the most updated listing. 
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T o  p r o t e c t  y o u r s e l f  f r o m  C O V I D - 1 9  a n d
o t h e r  i l l n e s s e s ,  e a t  a  w e l l - b a l a n c e d  d i e t ,
d r i n k  p l e n t y  o f  w a t e r ,  e x e r c i s e  r e g u l a r l y ,
g e t  a t  l e a s t  7  h o u r s  o f  s l e e p  e v e r y  n i g h t ,
a n d  w a s h  y o u  h a n d s  f r e q u e n t l y .  C h e c k
w i t h  y o u r  d o c t o r  o r  p h a r m a c i s t  a b o u t
t a k i n g  v i t a m i n s  o r  s u p p l e m e n t s .  O t h e r
p r e c a u t i o n s  y o u  m a y  c h o o s e  t o  f o l l o w  ( i f
n o t  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  y o u
a r e  v i s i t i n g )  i n c l u d e  w e a r i n g  a  f a c e
m a s k  a n d  s t a y i n g  6  f e e t  a p a r t .

What to do before,
during and after
your COVID vaccine
B e f o r e  &  D u r i n g

Y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  f u l l y  v a c c i n a t e d  t w o
w e e k s  a f t e r  y o u r  s e c o n d  s h o t  i n  a  2 - d o s e   
v a c c i n e  ( P f i z e r  o r  M o d e r n a )  O R  t w o
w e e k s  a f t e r  y o u r  f i r s t  s h o t  o f  a  s i n g l e -
d o s e  v a c c i n e  ( J o h n s o n  &  J o h n s o n ) .  I f  y o u
h a v e  a  w e a k e n e d  i m m u n e  s y s t e m ,  t a l k  t o
y o u r  d o c t o r  a b o u t  y o u r  a c t i v i t i e s  a f t e r
y o u  a r e  f u l l y  v a c c i n a t e d .   

A f t e r

Resume activities that you did prior to the

pandemic. 

Resume activities without wearing a mask

or staying 6 feet apart, except where

required by federal, state, or local

regulations, including local business and

workplace guidance. 

Travel domestically without a pre- or post-

travel COVID-19 test

Travel domestically without quarantining

after travel

Travel internationally without pre-travel test

unless your destination requires it

You still need to show a negative test result
or documentation of recovery from COVID-
19 before boarding an international flight to
the United States
You should still get tested 3-5 days after
international travel

Travel internationally without quarantining

after arriving in the United States

W h a t  y o u  s h o u l d  k e e p  d o i n g  a f t e r
y o u  a r e  f u l l y  v a c c i n a t e d . . .

COVID-19 vaccines
teach our immune

systems how to recognize
and fight the virus that

causes COVID-19.

C D C  g u i d e l i n e s  s a y  i f  y o u  a r e  f u l l y
v a c c i n a t e d  y o u  c a n . . .

Follow guidance at your workplace and

local businesses

Wear a mask on public transportation like

planes, buses and trains

If you've been around someone with COVID-
19, you do not need to be tested or stay away
from others unless you have symptoms 

Watch for symptoms of COVID-19, especially

if you've been around someone who is sick
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I f  y o u ' v e  b e e n  a r o u n d  s o m e o n e  w h o
h a s  C O V I D - 1 9  a f t e r  y o u  a r e  f u l l y
v a c c i n a t e d ,  y o u  d o  n o t  n e e d  t o  s t a y
a w a y  f r o m  o t h e r s  o r  g e t  t e s t e d  u n l e s s
y o u  h a v e  s y m p t o m s .  

Frequently Asked Questions
Will I need to quarantine if I am
exposed to COVID-19 after I am fully
vaccinated?

If I have symptoms of COVID-19 after I
am fully vaccinated, what should I do?

T h e  v a c c i n e s  a r e  h i g h l y  e f f e c t i v e ,  b u t
y o u  c a n  s t i l l  g e t  C O V I D - 1 9  a f t e r  y o u
a r e  f u l l y  v a c c i n a t e d .  I f  y o u  h a v e
C O V I D - 1 9  s y m p t o m s ,  y o u  s h o u l d  g e t
t e s t e d  a n d  s t a y  a w a y  f r o m  o t h e r s .  

Will I still need to wear a mask in
public after I am fully vaccinated?

Y o u  m a y  s t i l l  h a v e  t o  p r a c t i c e
p r e c a u t i o n s  l i k e  w e a r i n g  a  m a s k  o r
s t a y i n g  6  f e e t  a p a r t .  P l a n  a h e a d  b y
c h e c k i n g  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  y o u
p l a n  t o  v i s i t .  A l s o ,  c h e c k  w i t h  t h e
l o c a l  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t  f o r  c u r r e n t
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  y o u  a r e
t r a v e l i n g ,  a s  g u i d e l i n e s  v a r y  f r o m
s t a t e  t o  s t a t e .   

Will the vaccine protect me from
COVID-19 variants?

W e  a r e  s t i l l  l e a r n i n g  h o w  e f f e c t i v e
t h e  v a c c i n e s  a r e  a g a i n s t  d i f f e r e n t
f o r m s  o f  C O V I D - 1 9 .  E a r l y  d a t a  s h o w
t h e  v a c c i n e s  m a y  w o r k  a g a i n s t  s o m e
v a r i a n t s  b u t  m i g h t  b e  l e s s  e f f e c t i v e
a g a i n s t  o t h e r  v a r i a n t s .  

How long will the vaccine protect me?

W e  a r e  s t i l l  l e a r n i n g  h o w  l o n g  C O V I D -
1 9  v a c c i n e s  p r o t e c t  p e o p l e .

Will COVID-19 ever go away?

P r o b a b l y  n o t .  C O V I D - 1 9  i s  a
c o r o n a v i r u s .  C o r o n a v i r u s e s  h a v e  b e e n
a r o u n d  f o r  y e a r s  a n d  c a u s e  t h e
c o m m o n  c o l d .  C O V I D - 1 9  i s  a  d i f f e r e n t
a n d  n e w  s t r a i n .  I n  s o m e  p e o p l e ,  t h e
s y m p t o m s  a r e  v e r y  m i l d  a n d  a r e  n o
w o r s e  t h a n  a  c o l d .  O t h e r  p e o p l e  g e t
v e r y  s i c k  f r o m  C O V I D - 1 9 ,  a n d  m a n y
p e o p l e  h a v e  d i e d .  E x p e r t s  c o n t i n u e  t o
s t u d y  C O V I D - 1 9 ,  a n d  a r e  t r y i n g  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  t o  c a r e  f o r  p e o p l e
s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  l o n g  t e r m  s y m p t o m s .  

T
IP

!

T a k e  a  p i c t u r e  o f  y o u r
C O V I D - 1 9  V a c c i n a t i o n

R e c o r d  C a r d  i n  c a s e  y o u
l o s e  i t !

Will I have to miss work because of the
side effects of the vaccine?

I t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  m o s t  p e o p l e  w h o  d o
e x p e r i e n c e  s i d e  e f f e c t s  f e e l  b e t t e r
a f t e r  2 4  h o u r s .  I f  y o u  a r e  c o n c e r n e d
a b o u t  m i s s i n g  w o r k ,  t a l k  w i t h  y o u r
e m p l o y e r ,  o r  t r y  t o  s c h e d u l e  y o u r
v a c c i n e  a r o u n d  y o u r  d a y s  o f f .   

Have more questions? 
Call Richland Public Health

419-774-4500 
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Y o u  d o n ' t  h e a r  m u c h  a b o u t  C O V I D - 1 9
t e s t i n g  a n y m o r e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  t h e
f o c u s  o n  C O V I D - 1 9  v a c c i n e s .  C O V I D - 1 9
t e s t i n g  i s  j u s t  a s  i m p o r t a n t  n o w  a s  i t
w a s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p a n d e m i c .  T e s t i n g  i s
s t i l l  u s e d  t o  s l o w  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  t h e
v i r u s  b y  i s o l a t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  t e s t
p o s i t i v e ,  a n d  q u a r a n t i n i n g  n o n
v a c c i n a t e d  p e o p l e  w h o  w e r e  e x p o s e d .  

H o w e v e r ,  a s  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  p l a c e s
o p e n  a n d  m o r e  a c t i v i t i e s  r e s u m e ,  y o u
m i g h t  h a v e  t o  s h o w  p r o o f  o f
v a c c i n a t i o n .  I f  y o u  a r e  n o t  f u l l y
v a c c i n a t e d ,  y o u  m i g h t  h a v e  t o  s h o w
p r o o f  o f  a  n e g a t i v e  C O V I D - 1 9  t e s t  i n
o r d e r  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .   

COVID-19 Testing

C O V I D - 1 9  t e s t s  c a n  i d e n t i f y  c u r r e n t
i n f e c t i o n  o r  p a s t  i n f e c t i o n .  M o l e c u l a r
t e s t s  a n d  r a p i d  a n t i g e n  t e s t s  d e t e c t
c u r r e n t  i n f e c t i o n .  A n  a n t i b o d y  t e s t
i d e n t i f i e s  a  p a s t  i n f e c t i o n ,  b u t  s h o u l d n ' t
b e  u s e d  t o  d i a g n o s e  a  c u r r e n t  i n f e c t i o n .   

T y p e s  o f  C O V I D - 1 9  T e s t i n g

T
IP

!

O v e r - t h e - c o u n t e r  a t  h o m e
C O V I D - 1 9  t e s t  k i t s  a r e
n o w  a v a i l a b l e  a t  s o m e

m a j o r  r e t a i l e r s .  

W h o  s h o u l d  g e t  t e s t e d ?

P e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  s y m p t o m s  o f  C O V I D -
1 9 ,  e v e n  i f  t h e y  a r e  f u l l y  v a c c i n a t e d  o r
h a d  a  p r i o r  C O V I D - 1 9  i n f e c t i o n .
U n v a c c i n a t e d  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  h a d
c l o s e  c o n t a c t  ( w i t h i n  6  f e e t  f o r  a  t o t a l
o f  1 5  m i n u t e s  o r  m o r e  o v e r  a  2 4 - h o u r
p e r i o d )  w i t h  s o m e o n e  w i t h  c o n f i r m e d
C O V I D - 1 9 .
U n v a c c i n a t e d  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e
t r a v e l e d ,  a t t e n d e d  l a r g e  s o c i a l  o r
m a s s  g a t h e r i n g s ,  o r  w e r e  i n  c r o w d e d
o r  p o o r l y - v e n t i l a t e d  i n d o o r  s e t t i n g s .  
P e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  a s k e d  o r
r e f e r r e d  t o  g e t  t e s t e d .   

P C R  T e s t s . . . t h e  g o l d  s t a n d a r d

P C R  t e s t s  n e e d  t o  b e  p r o c e s s e d  i n  a  l a b
a n d  c a n  t a k e  2 4  h o u r s  o r  l o n g e r  f o r
r e s u l t s .  R a p i d  a n t i g e n  t e s t s  d o  n o t  n e e d
t o  b e  s e n t  t o  a  l a b  a n d  c a n  p r o v i d e
r e s u l t s  i n  a s  l i t t l e  a s  1 5  m i n u t e s .  R a p i d
a n t i g e n  t e s t s  a r e  u s u a l l y  c h e a p e r ,  b u t
p a t i e n t s  a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  g e t  a  f a l s e
n e g a t i v e  w i t h  r a p i d  a n t i g e n  t e s t s .

S p e c i m e n s  a r e  c o l l e c t e d  t h r o u g h  n a s a l
s w a b s  w i t h  b o t h  m o l e c u l a r  t e s t s  &
a n t i g e n  t e s t s .  A  P C R  m o l e c u l a r  t e s t  i s
t h e  m o s t  a c c u r a t e  &  r e l i a b l e  b e c a u s e  i t
d e t e c t s  t h e  s m a l l e s t  t r a c e s  o f  t h e  v i r u s .

F u l l y  v a c c i n a t e d  p e o p l e  w i t h  n o
C O V I D - 1 9  s y m p t o m s  d o  n o t  n e e d  t o  b e
t e s t e d  f o l l o w i n g  a n  e x p o s u r e  t o
s o m e o n e  w i t h  C O V I D - 1 9 .
P e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  t e s t e d  p o s i t i v e  f o r
C O V I D - 1 9  w i t h i n  t h e  p a s t  3  m o n t h s
a n d  r e c o v e r e d  d o  n o t  n e e d  t o  g e t
t e s t e d  f o l l o w i n g  a n  e x p o s u r e  a s  l o n g
a s  t h e y  d o  n o t  d e v e l o p  n e w  s y m p t o m s .



COVID-19 Testing Sites in Richland County
Avita Health System
987 State Route 97 West, Bellville
567-560-3790, Appointment Required

Avita Health System -
Ontario Hospital
715 Richland Mall, Ontario
419-562-3437, Appointment Required

Avita Ontario Walk-In Clinic
2007 West Fourth Street, Ontario
419-562-3437, Appointment Required

OhioHealth
Mansfield and Shelby Hospitals
614-788-2299 COVID-19 testing information

Third Street Family Health Services
600 West Third Street, Mansfield
419-522-6191, appointments only available to
Third Street Family Health Services' patients

Walk In Urgent Care
1341 South Trimble Road, Mansfield
419-775-7807, No appointment necessary
Call ahead to verify test availability

Walk In Urgent Care
375 North Lexington-Springmill Road, Ontario
419-528-0047, No appointment necessary
Call ahead to verify test availability

CVS Store 6176
1049 West Fourth Street, Mansfield
https://www.cvs.com/minuteclinic/covid-19-testing
Appointment required by completing online
questionnaire

Mansfield Richland County Public Library

419-521-3040

419-886-3811

419-883-2220

419-895-0010

419-884-2500

419-892-2576

419-589-7050

419-529-4912

419-687-5655 

Main Library, 43 W 3rd Street, Mansfield

Bellville Branch, 97 Bell Street, Bellville

Butler Branch, 21 Elm Street, Butler

Crestview Branch, 1575 SR 96, Ashland

Lexington Branch, 25 Lutz Avenue, Lexington

Lucas Branch, 34 W Main Street, Lucas

Madison Branch, 1395 Grace Street, Mansfield

Ontario Branch, 2221 Village Mall Drive, Ontario

Plymouth, 29 West Broadway, Plymouth

Take home test kits...

Request a take home test kit through curbside
pickup. You must be at least 18 years old with

an email address & internet access. A free
Navica app must be downloaded & installed
on a compatible iPhone or android device.

Marvin Memorial Public Library

419-347-5576
29 West Whitney Avenue, Shelby

Available at the front desk or through curbside
pickup. You must be at least 18 years old with

an email address & internet access. A free
Navica app must be downloaded & installed
on a compatible iPhone or android device.

(Available at no cost while supplies last)

Visit CountOnMeRC.com for the most updated list.

Some schools have take home test kits available to families in
their district. Check with your child's school for availability.    



R e s e a r c h  i n c r e a s i n g l y  s h o w s  t h a t  r a c i a l  a n d

e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s  a r e  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y

a f f e c t e d  b y  C O V I D - 1 9  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  r e c e n t  d a t a  f r o m  t h e  C e n t e r s

f o r  D i s e a s e  C o n t r o l  a n d  P r e v e n t i o n  ( C D C ) ,

n o n - H i s p a n i c  A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n  o r  A l a s k a
N a t i v e  p e o p l e  h a d  a n  a g e - a d j u s t e d  C O V I D -

1 9  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  r a t e  a b o u t  5 . 3  t i m e s
t h a t  o f  n o n - H i s p a n i c  w h i t e  p e o p l e .  C O V I D -

1 9  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  r a t e s  a m o n g  n o n -
H i s p a n i c  B l a c k  p e o p l e  a n d  H i s p a n i c  o r
L a t i n o  p e o p l e  w e r e  b o t h  a b o u t  4 . 7  t i m e s
t h e  r a t e  o f  n o n - H i s p a n i c  w h i t e  p e o p l e .

T h e r e  i s  n o  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  p e o p l e  o f  c o l o r

h a v e  g e n e t i c  o r  o t h e r  b i o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s  t h a t

m a k e  t h e m  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  a f f e c t e d  b y

C O V I D - 1 9 .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  l o n g - s t a n d i n g

i s s u e s  p u t  p e o p l e  o f  c o l o r  a t  g r e a t e r  r i s k

w h e n  f a c e d  w i t h  a  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  e m e r g e n c y .  

F i r s t ,  p e o p l e  o f  c o l o r  a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  h a v e

u n d e r l y i n g  h e a l t h  c o n d i t i o n s .  H a v i n g

c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  t y p e  2  d i a b e t e s

o r  a s t h m a ,  i n c r e a s e s  y o u r  r i s k  o f  s e v e r e

i l l n e s s  w i t h  C O V I D - 1 9 .  U n i q u e  f a c t o r s  c a n

c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e s e

u n d e r l y i n g  h e a l t h  c o n d i t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e

s t r e s s  o f  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  

W h e r e  y o u  l i v e  a n d  w h o  y o u  l i v e  w i t h  c a n

m a k e  i t  c h a l l e n g i n g  t o  a v o i d  g e t t i n g  s i c k

w i t h  C O V I D - 1 9 .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i t ' s  v e r y

d i f f i c u l t  t o  p r a c t i c e  s o c i a l  d i s t a n c i n g  i f  y o u

l i f e  i n  a  m u l t i - g e n e r a t i o n a l  h o m e ,  c r o w d e d

c o n d i t i o n s ,  o r  d e n s e l y  p o p u l a t e d  a r e a s .  

T h e  t y p e  o f  w o r k  y o u  d o  a l s o  m a y

c o n t r i b u t e  t o  y o u r  r i s k  o f  g e t t i n g  C O V I D - 1 9 .

What's behind
COVID-19 health
disparities?
W h y  a r e  p e o p l e  o f  c o l o r  m o r e  a t
r i s k  o f  c o r o n a v i r u s  c o m p l i c a t i o n s ?

P A G E  1 0

M a n y  p e o p l e  o f  c o l o r  h a v e  j o b s  t h a t  a r e
c o n s i d e r e d  e s s e n t i a l  o r  c a n ' t  b e  d o n e
r e m o t e l y  a n d  i n v o l v e  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e
p u b l i c .  I n  t h e  U . S . ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  C D C
n e a r l y  2 5 %  o f  e m p l o y e d  H i s p a n i c  a n d  B l a c k
o r  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n s  w o r k  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e
i n d u s t r y ,  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  1 6 %  o f  n o n -
H i s p a n i c  w h i t e  w o r k e r s .  B l a c k  o r  A f r i c a n
A m e r i c a n s  a l s o  a c c o u n t  f o r  3 0 %  o f  l i c e n s e d
p r a c t i c a l  a n d  l i c e n s e d  v o c a t i o n a l  n u r s e s .
M a n y  p e o p l e  o f  c o l o r  a l s o  d e p e n d  o n
p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  g e t  t o  w o r k .
T h e s e  f a c t o r s  c a n  r e s u l t  i n  i n c r e a s e d
e x p o s u r e  t o  t h e  v i r u s .

Y o u r  a c c e s s  t o  h e a l t h  c a r e  a l s o  a f f e c t s
y o u r  h e a l t h  r i s k s .  M e m b e r s  o f  r a c i a l  a n d
e t h n i c  m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s  a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o
e n c o u n t e r  b a r r i e r s  t o  g e t t i n g  c a r e ,  s u c h  a s
a  l a c k  o f  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  o r  n o t  b e i n g  p a i d
w h e n  m i s s i n g  w o r k  t o  g e t  c a r e .  I n  2 0 1 7 ,
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  C D C  o n l y  a b o u t  6 %  o f  n o n -
H i s p a n i c  w h i t e  p e o p l e  w e r e  u n i n s u r e d ,
w h i l e  t h e  r a t e  w a s  n e a r l y  1 8 %  f o r  H i s p a n i c s
a n d  1 0 %  f o r  n o n - H i s p a n i c  B l a c k  p e o p l e .

Richland County's story...
Richland County's racial and ethnic minorities face
these same hurdles. However, community leaders
have taken efforts to decrease the impact of COVID-
19 to Richland County's at-risk population
throughout the pandemic. A listing of local resources
is featured on the last page of this Resource Guide. 
 Reach out for help at anytime, for anything.

COVID-19's impact on the culture and faith of people
from all walks of life in Richland County is continually
changing. We are slowly returning to a time when
personal affections like a hug, a gentle touch of
understanding, or a handshake pose less risk. The
limited social interaction that has played a key role
in slowing the spread of the deadly virus will
eventually be a "remember when" story. We all look
forward to the time when we can gather safely,
greeting each other with more than a socially
distanced smile and wave. But by staying apart this
past year, we've been united in our commitment to
protect each other. While the final chapter has yet to
be written, we know Richland County's story is one of
hope, faith and resilience.

#CountOnMeRC
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11.9% 7% 10.9%

How has COVID-19 impacted Richland
County's communities of color? 

Percentage of
COVID-19 cases

in Richland
County's Black

and Brown
community.  

 
White = 69.3%

Unknown = 21.3%
Other = 2.4% 

Percentage of
COVID-19

hospitalizations
in Richland

County's Black and
Brown community.

 
White = 85.6%

Unknown = 2.1%
Other = 0.0%

Percentage of
Black and
Brown*

population in
Richland
County. 

 
White = 88.1%

**Unknown = 0.0%
**Other = 0.0% 

 
*Identified as American Indian,

Alaskan Native, Asian, or
Pacific Islander

 
**Population data as reported

by the US Census Bureau.
There are no population

estimates for "Unknown" or
"Other" so there is no

percentage of population for
these groups. 

Source https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/dashboards/demographics/case-demographics 

This data represents
COVID-19 cases and
hospitalizations from

1/2/2020 to 5/23/21. The
number of COVID-19

hospitalizations in
Richland County's Black

and Brown community is
proportionate to the

population.   

For updated data, visit the ODH coronavirus website and click on "Dashboard." From there, click on
"Demographics," then "Case Demographics" and select "Richland" on the drop down list.

There is a lesser degree of certainty
with the proportion of COVID-19
cases in Richland County since

ethnicity is only reported in 75% of
cases and of those, 23.7% is

"unknown" and "other." 

Data does not include 
incarcerated individuals.

(Ethnicity is reported in 75% of cases)
(Ethnicity is reported in 96% of hospitalizations)

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/dashboards/demographics/case-demographics


Abuse and Assault
Adult Protective Services.......................774-5473
Children's Services..................................774-4100
Dove Program, Forensic Center...........774-5970
Domestic Violence Shelter/Rape Crisis Hotline

(24 hours a day).............1-800-931-SAFE or 774-5840 
Victim Assistance Program....................755-9667

 

Child Health
Child Care (YWCA) ..................................774-5179
Child Passenger Car Seat Program.....774-4500
Help Me Grow!.........................................524-2660
Immunizations..........................................774-4700
Job & Family Services..................1-844-640-6446
Newborn Home Visits.............................774-4540
Vision Aid (United Way)..........................525-2816
WIC (Food Supplement Program)........774-4560

 

Children's Services..................................774-4100
Family Life Counseling & Psychiatric Services....774-9969
Foundations for Living............................589-5511
Gateway.....................................................756-1133
Richland Newhope (MR/DD).................774-4200
Mental Health & Recovery Services....774-5811
NAMI (local chapter)...............................522-6264
Catalyst (The Center)..............................522-4357
Suicide/Crisis  Help Line........................522-4357

 

Counseling/Mental Health

Bureau for Vocational Rehabilitation.........747-3000
Ohio Means Jobs.....................................774-5300
Unemployment Compensation Consumer 

Hotline.....................................1-877-644-6562
 

Employment Services

Financial Resources
Catholic Charities ....................................524-0733
Child Support Enforcement Agency....774-5700
Aprisen.......................................................524-2962
Richland Co. Disaster Assistance.........524-0733
Social Security Administration..1-888-491-1882

Housing
Dayspring-Richland County Home......774-5894
Harmony House.......................................522-2323
Metro Housing.........................................524-0029
Office of Community Development/Fair 

Housing...............................................755-9796

Substance Abuse
Alcoholics Anonymous Hotline............522-4800
CACY...........................................................774-5683
New Beginnings Recovery Services.............526-6190
Catalyst (The Center).......................................756-1717
UMADAOP.........................................................525-3525

Emergency Assistance

American Red Cross................................524-0311
Catholic Charities.....................................524-0733
Crisis Help Line...........................522-HELP (4357)
Community Action Program/HEAP.....419-589-2520
First Call (Info Line).............2-1-1 or 522-INFO (4636)
Job & Family Services..................1-844-640-6446
Salvation Army..........................................525-2912
Shelby Helpline Ministries.....................347-6307

Financial aid, crisis, food, housing, clothing, etc. 

Transportation
Agency Transportation Advisory Committee..........................774-6396
Jobs and Family Services (Medicaid & Income Eligible.........774-5470
Richland County Transit...............................................................522-4504

Support in Richland County


